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Bedow fl, from
top: a Seychedlois
sunvise; Pamba's
Fundu Lagoon,
Réunion island
boasts 848 sphces
of nathwn Bovwers

! f 10 @F THE BES

and watched the sm SiNK
over the savannah. Now,
explore the isles scattered
across Th{: continent: think
gin-Clear water, white sand
and bountiful larders. Fleur
Rollet-Manus goes off-grid

Praslin
SEYCHELLES

Chmiee a hidesnay for Arab
mrerchants and plrates, Praslin
is 1|u seeond largest islind in
the Sevehelles and its seeret
tressune chest. Just nine per
cent of the population lve
hieere as apposed 1o 80 per cent
on earhy Mahe At amene
38,5 s km, evervthing ks
aceessible, including Valée de
Mai, whase flora and fauna
has earnt it the tithe of ‘Garden
of Eden’, The Sevelwlles i=n’t
short of blemish-free beaches,
bk the velvety sands of Anse
anion make 1
b=t From here, Angel Tours
wrtgeltotrrs.se ran a hal [-day,
dheep-sea fshing trip in scarch
of e marlin and milkfish, for
those who want to catch mon:
thain just ravs Indian Ceean
Lawdge's inclicnoceantodipe.com
32 rosions Liee oot the Cirmmd Anse

l:\-ll_\.

e of the

beachfront, 11 <o vast, vou
won't have to share this perfect
slice of parsdise with anvene.
BEST FOR Those looking

to shaike off the crowds
GETTING THERE Fly tie
Naab® (00O 1500 From bere §it's
@ 20 mmvinate Mgt to Praslin

» Ll
Réunion
INDIAN OCEAN
French flair and Creole charm
erisscrss the cuisine, chic
streets and exotic markets of
this tiny gem, whilich les east
of Madagascar and south-west
of Mauvritivs. 11 home to lush
Jungles, black-sand beaches
and Tunar landscapes aplenty,
plus Piton die l Fournaise,
onie of the workds most iconic
volcomoes, Pack vour hiking
showes and conguer the five-hoar
I hslomnien treadl o the hge
ealdera. Guided tours can be
arranged through Diana Dea
Tt effennes - - fondipe.ree, i sy
- rownm hilltop retreat., Refuel
ot Tragrant swordfish carrd
andd coconut Han at restanrant
Ferme Auberge Eva Annibal
(N 202 26 25 533 76 - there's
nowhere better to sample istand

aples, And don’t miss the logal
el and honey - Aavoured
eheese at Saint Paul’s Market

{ Fridaws and Saturdayvz) - back
B, it willl prowidhe the perfict
dinner-party Finbdir a5 guests
attemym to guess its origin
BEST FOR Active tivellers
GETTING THERE |‘"|} Vi
Paris fo Béundon (110,

Pemba
TANZANIA

Separated from Eanzibar

b just S0km of the Somali

Sea, Pemba richly rewands

the few \\|1l- IILLkr thi v wage
owver from the Spice Islands.
Smaller and prettier than its
Zanzibar Archipelago sisters,
Pemba's Arabic name (Jazirat
al- Khudrah), the ‘Green Island’,
i am o oy ks ol iage- Bl bed

il b=, mamgrove-backed lagoons
and banang, coconut amd

augiar cane plantations, Follow
in the footsteps of British
Fashion designer Ellis Flyte,

who created Fundu §agoon
Sursdulagoon.com s o rebroat.
Check-in bells are African
dirums and air-con is forsaken
for prrivante plungge peols carvesd
Inter terraces, Fundu |agoon
attraets well-heeled trailblmeers
sicking lesser- Kiown paockets
of parndise while keeping
modernity within arm's reach
the Balimese massense at the
sz b= truly a gl fromm Gasd
BEST FOR Lusury-seckers
GETTING THERE Flv o
Zamzibar via Dubai (120 55m):;
from here its 20-minute
Migeht tax Pemba

10f 4 =B
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T

Clockwisa from top lalt: @ birds ey view

of Pomiba; taking a dip in the Seychollas:
Prasin's fora and founa has asrmt it the ™S

monder Garden of Edon; Mumbo isiand

Lodge: Madagascan fshing bosats: white

Seychelos sands: a tree fem in Madagascar

ane
frvvm tha a road transfier to Cape
muainfand markets. As tempting Maclear (2h 40m), From here its
as snoozing in the hammaock a45-minute boal jirmey to
on vour terrace might Mumbeo Island.

20f4 =
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Nosy Be

MADAGASUAR
While Bt mazey bae ome of
Maclags
beach destinations, Nosy Pe

s most-visited

rernains relatively undistorbed,
drsving just HOO00 visitors
ayear (eompare this with the

SO whi visit thae O]
Islands), Evervthing here
operates at the pace of morg
oo - “slowly, slowly”, Kick
bk sl bask in the island’s

B0 days of sunshine or, if

thi mossd takies vou, seck oul
Madagescar’s most fimots
resident, the lemur, Trekking
throwgh the Lokobe Reserve
ives vour the best chance

of speotting the endangensd
primate i vou'ne locky, vou'll
also sev geckos amd one of the
somallest frogg speocles nthe
world, the lem-long Sterpilia
g, Nosy Komba, Nosy
Sakatia and Nosy lranja one

all just a beat ride away, Viinila
Hitel vanifa-hoteloom can
organise visits to the ishes, which
et evenn the most jaw-dropplng
il sereensavers to shamae

BEST FOR Post-safuri,
Esdamd-hopping sun-worshippers
GETTING THERE Fly toy
Ibiunion via Johannesburg

{11k froem hercits a
“h St Might o Nosy Bee

Moheli
COMOROS
Each year Vhoseszinils of
humpback whales migrate
Fromn thae Antarctic to the

ind Mohdcli, to the
east of Mosambigue, giving
traililazers the chanee

walcers an

swim with the=e gentle gianis
Desplite this extraondinary
natural encounter, the smallest
of the four Comoro islands sees
only around 400 visitors a year,
=0 infrastructure ks Himited and
sccommdlition sparse, | aka
Laoslge feehalodlge.com 1= the
exception. The 15 beachfront
FOOITIS Qe an on solar power,
w0 the omly footprint vou'll
Bewve will be imprints in the
white sand, Come sunset,
Tuscdelle aroumd a beach bonfine
o chevour lobster, mangrome
crab and pramms caught from
thee bountiful surrounding
seas. In betwoeen snorkelling
stints, pay o visit to the village
of Clhindink, Yous won't want tio
miss purchasing precious
vlang-vlang oil, which forms
tha: heart of Chanel Nodb

BEST FOR Divers inscarch
of something different
GETTING THERE Flv to
Giramde Comore via Nairohi (8h
B5mk: then iU 2 hours by boat

o Mohali (expect to pay 13

Gorée

SENEGAL

1t adiMenlt to reconcibe houses
i paste] colours smothened

in o a andd quaiint
cobbled streets with this island's
Eragic past, but @ visit to Gordée

wil

rinarkages to be both humbling
aned hesvenly, From the 15th to
the 19th contury, the slamd was
the langest slave- trading centre
its the
meserest point of the continent
to the Americas. Makson des
Esclaves, the |Hlouse of Shves”,

o the African coast

i% o crucial site of African

history and
ko of people who possed
Throwgh the * Do of No Heturm

pever Lo see telr homieland

aggain, Located just L2 miles
From the main harbour of
cosmopolitan capital Dakar, he
Senegnlese have turmed Gonee
into o hoven, transforming it
ir||r|'|_-=|:|u'||'|ll||'hl\;mrh[.u'}
As there are only o handiul of
Il oy The Esband Owdth rates
almaost double those found on
the mainland ), mamy make the

pilgrimage in o day by ferny

(xervices Tam to midnight ),
BEST FOR History bulls
GETTING THERE Flv to
Prakar via Casablianca (Th
A5m): then s o S0-minute
Terry o Croonce Caroaamd X7

| ners

The Bijagos
GUINEA-BISSAU
Culturally rich, sparsely
populated and absent of
European influence, having
never fallen to colonial rale,
the Bij
of 85 islands off the coast of

& are o clusioer

Cruine- Bissau - o tropical
COUNErY o West Africa’s
lesser-visited Atlanthe coast
Here, women control the
economy, w and househiold
wilth religious functions befng
performed by haloberas
{pricstesses). Expect to be

welcomed with gusto by locals

and cagerly lnvited into he

B hear Bades of tribal tradibions
"Tonnrism is =till in its infancy
hvere aimdd it can bae tricky o
reach the islands without an
experd
a tour througeh H|'1|_\1-:'|-Ir'ﬂ|'

e, We advise hooking

Travel respovesibletroveloom

who=e clght -day tour (from
|}

g
the: West African landscape
You'll sheep both under the
shars sl i eco hotels en roule
BEST FOR Bold travellers
keen to explone new culiures
GETTING THERE Fly to
Cuninis- Bissau via Casablanca

S ) Lakes vou across

(9h Smk: fvom here itsa
4-hour ferry (one crossing
woeekly) to the Bifagos

->
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Lamu o Tome and Principe

40f 4
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