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MADEIRA PORTUGAL
Ayounger generation is increasingly

discovering Portugal’s southerly
sentinel as a venue formountain

biking, climbing and canyoning. But
it retains an old-world grandeur,

too – particularly in the south-coast
capital, Funchal, where theQuinta
da Boa Vista estate is brightwith

orchids andBelmondReid’s Palace
hotel (right) is a haven of elegance.

FivenightsatBelmondReid’sPalace,
flyingfromGatwickon29September,

from£860pp,ba.com/holidays

MAINLAND UK
Mainland is a deceptive name forwhat
is the biggest of the Shetland Islands –
yet is also awave-lashed fragment in a
vast blue. Here is the UK at itswildest
– atMavis Grind, a narrow isthmus

where theNorth Sea andAtlantic are
separated bymetres; and at Eshaness
on the north-west coast, where a lone
lighthouse keeps guard on towering
cliffs. Eight-nightEscapetotheEdge

triptaking intheShetlandandOrkney
Islands from£1,025pp, includingcar
hireandferries,absoluteescapes.com MoreAtlantic islands
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